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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION n*4iMU*M*Y 1?| ^ r 

Honorable Director of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 2231 3-1450 

Dear Sir 

The examiner has Issued a further office action of January 16 2004 
Reconsideration Is requested, for the reasons set forth Immediately below. 

The examiner has rejected claims 1 - 20 under 35 U.S.C. §102 as being anticipated 
byRappaport U.S. Pater* Number 8.625.454. However, Rappaport Is not a proper 
reference. Rappaport is a reference only as of Its filing date, which is August 4 2000 The 
present application was filed on February 25, 2000. well In adva.ee of the fiing date of 
Rappaport. 
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Therefore, since Rappaport is an improper reference, reconsideration and withdrawal 

of the rejection are urged, and affowance of the application in due course Is solicited. 



February 10, 2004 RespectfuB^submftted, 



:espectfuU£su 
i/Diram M. Leo. 




WOflam M. Leo, Jr. 
Registration No. 26,935 
Barnes & Thomburg 
P.O. Box 2786 
Chicago, Illinois 6Q69Q-2786 
(312) 214-4800 
(312) 759-5646 (fax) 
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